To: R3 C2s[R3_C2s@epa.gov]

Cc: Behringer, Caroline[Behringer.Caroline@epa.govl; Levine, Carolyn[Levine.Carolyn@epa.govl;
Snyder, Raquel{Snyder.Raquel@epa.gov]; Bowles, Jack[Bowles.Jack@epa.gov]
From: Ferrell, Mark

Sent: Mon 3/10/2014 3:09:20 PM
Subject: WV spill - the other crisis - communications breakdown

This op-ed written by the editorial page editor at the Charleston Gazette and examines why
public confidence remains low in West Virginia re: MCHM spill in the Elk River.

http//www.wygazette.com/News/201403090051

March g, 2014
Feds took gun from Freedom cleanup company, neighbor
says

CHARLESTON, W.Va. -- The owner of a company hired by Freedom Industries to clean up its tank
farm on the Elk River wouldn't say Sunday if federal investigators removed guns from his company's
property last week.

Daniel Carlton Kessler said that he had no idea why dozens of federal agents showed up at
Diversified Services LLC on Thursday. The company, which has also hauled chemicals for Freedom
Industries in the past, is under federal investigation, and has a history of environmental complaints
filed against it.

U.S. Attorney Booth Goodwin, who is conducting a criminal investigation into the leak at Freedom
Industries, also wouldn't say why FBI agents were at Diversified Services.

Cecelia Sanson owns CJ's Auto Sales and other property next to Diversified Services, at 110 Virginia
St. in St. Albans. Sanson and her family have filed complaints for years with the state Department of
Environmental Protection about chemical leaks and odors coming from Diversified, which Kessler
founded in 2010.

Sanson said she saw federal agents confiscating a gun from Diversified Services on Thursday.

She didn't know what kind of gun it was, but thought it was a rifle.

"It was more like something you'd see in war,” Sanson said of the gun. "I don't know my guns but I
do know it was a real long gun. You could knock a rabbit in the head instead of having to shoot it.
"[Kessler's] wife jumped out of the truck and yelled, "Hey, that's my husband's gun."”

Asked if investigators took guns from his property, Kessler referred comment to his lawyer, whom he
did not identify.

In 1995, Kessler pleaded guilty to misdemeanor assault and battery in the Circuit Court for Anne
Arundel County in Annapolis, Md., according to court records and a court official. He pleaded to that
charge in exchange for the state dropping four other charges, including assault with intent to murder
and reckless endangerment.

Kessler was sentenced to six months in jail, although the sentence was suspended. He was also
sentenced to five years of probation, but violated his probation about a year later, according to court
records.

As part of the plea deal, Kessler was required to complete a spousal abuse program, according to
court records.

Federal law bans any person who has been convicted of a misdemeanor crime of domestic violence
from possessing a firearm. It's not clear if that law would apply to Kessler's conviction.

The Kanawha County Sheriff's Department issued Kessler a concealed weapons permit last April,
according to Kanawha County public records.

If investigators find that Kessler had a gun illegally or committed some other crime, they could use
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that as leverage to make a case against Freedom Industries.

Three years ago, Kessler was the intended victim of a murder scheme.

In 2011, Brent Boggs, a former business associate of Kessler (and no relation to the House of
Delegates leader of the same name), tried to hire three men to kill Kessler, according to court
documents.

In 2013, Boggs was sentenced to one to three years for "soliciting, instigating or inducing” the three
men to commit first-degree murder, according to Boggs' indictment on file in Clay County Circuit
Court.

In an interview with The State Journal in 2012, Kessler said he believed Boggs wanted to kill him
because he backed out of a business deal involving gas wells.

The newspaper reported that out of fear, Kessler installed more than two dozen security cameras
outside his office and "is never more than a few feet from a loaded gun.”

Kessler also owns Buffalo Ridge Environmental Services LLC on Stable Ridge Road in Charleston.
In 2003, he filed for Chapter 7 bankruptcy in U.S. Bankruptcy Court in Baltimore.

At least as far back as 2011, there have been environmental complaints about odors and possible
chemical leaks at Diversified Services.

On Dec. 29, 2011, Jean Sanson, Cecelia Sanson's mother, wrote to U.S. Rep. Shelley Moore Capito
about the problems and her frustration with the state DEP.

"My problem is the chemical ran over on to property that T own,” Jean Sanson wrote. "Also under a
mobile home that T have rented out. The renter can't live in the home from the smell.”

Jean Sanson wrote that DEP investigators had visited the site and issued Notices of Violations, but
the smells and leaks persisted.

"Who's going to get them to clean up the mess?"” Sanson wrote.

She continued to write letters for about 18 months. She wrote to Capito again, and to the DEP, and to
the U.S. Department of Transportation.

On March 15, 2012, the Department of Transportation wrote to Sanson about Diversified Services.
"The entity was reviewed and no violations concerning your complaint were discovered. The
materials listed in your complaint where determined to be non hazardous," wrote Michael Myers, a
DOT administrator.

Crude MCHM, the chemical that Diversified transported for Freedom, is regarded as non-hazardous
by the Department of Transportation. After the coal-cleaning chemical leaked into the Elk River near
a West Virginia American Water intake, 300,000 West Virginians in nine counties were told not to
drink, cook with or wash with their water for days. More than two months later, some residents say
they still don't believe their water is safe.

The Sansons' complaints continued, without resolution.

On Feb. 28, 2013, Dan Bauerle, a DEP engineer, wrote to colleagues that he had received a call from
Jean Sanson complaining of "recurring (objectionable) odors,” according to emails provided by
Sanson.

"This odor was detected in the CJ Autos outside lot by Richard Sanson [Jean's husband] while he
was feeding the birds,"” Bauerle wrote. "This is a chemical odor and also like licorice.”

The DEP's division of air quality investigated the next day but concluded that the odor "did not
achieve objectionable status.”

Last week the DEP announced that it was investigating a chemical release at Diversified Services
after federal agencies told them there was a problem.

"The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, which is conducting a separate investigation of
Diversified Services, along with the Federal Bureau of Investigation, informed the WVDEP today of a
sheen in a drainage system near Diversified Services,” the DEP wrote. "Tt is not known how much
material got into the drainage system or the exact cause and timeframe of the release.”

It wasn't surprising to Jean Sanson.

"We've watched him dump it out on the ground,” she said. "He thinks the laws are for everyone else.”
Staff writer Ken Ward Jr. contributed to this report.

Reach Kate White at kate.wh...@wvgazette.com or 304-348-1723.

Reach David Gutman at david.gut...@wvgazette.com or 304-348-5119.

Freedom_0004947_0002



Mark Ferrell

EPA Region 3

Office of State and Congressional Relations
West Virginia Liaison

Charleston, W.Va.

(304) 542-0231
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